
Commander’s Comments 
Post NL01 Commander Dennis Owens 
 
As we close an extremely healthy year for our post, I look back to when we started with this new group of Officers.  I can only say 
that we have had a great year and it was specifically because of the joint efforts of our post officers.  They were there and stepped 
up to volunteer their free time at every event to make us look good and provide great community support.  I am hoping to be your 
commander for one more year if voted in.  I can say that the folks who have expressed interest in remaining in or moving up to new 
positions in our Post Executive Committee (PEC) or expressed interest in joining the PEC as new post officers is a very promising pic-
ture thus far.  I am really looking forward to our Post elections on the 14th of March. 
 

In closing this year, a shout out to each officer is in order, Jim Brotherton our 1st Vice Commander and Membership Chairman has 

done an brilliant job at that for the past three years.  He has a great understanding of that roll and has made our Post grow and 

shine through his efforts.  Joshua Steinlicht our 2nd Vice Commander has made this past year a lot of fun!  His organizational skills for 

our fund raising really helped us out.  I cannot wait to see what he will bring to the table this next year.  Joshua has a definite future 

as a leader in our post.  Our Sgt at Arms Mark Chernek has inspired all of us to be a better person through his personal examples. He 

is always at our meetings and provides sound and wise advice.  He keeps our meetings civil and friendly.  His contribution to our 

community through his foundation Music4Vets has helped so many.  We all wish him a perfect recovery from his recent surgery.   

Ron Mcauley has been instrumental in guiding our post members through the maze of VA disabilities. He has also been a key contact 

to the Retirees Advisory Council and the Leadership on Schinnen and Brunssum.  Ron is our go-to guy when we need base support.  

Ron, I cannot thank you enough for that. Mr. Scott Eidson our Chaplain always has friendly and inspiring words for us and is a true 

leader of people both in his military role and as our chaplain. We wish Scott and his lovely family our best as they transition from 

military to civilian with his future job. Our Finance Officer John Chandler has provided us with solid support and has reinvented how 

to do our finances the correct way with brilliant tracking.  John, thank you so much for that. Historian William Tam has provided us 

with some great photos from this past year!  My favorite is still our front cover of our Post Group on Facebook with the Boy Scouts.  

Jeff Danico our Judge Advocate has provided our post leadership with some very solid positions on issues we have faced.  I am so 

hoping he will be able to continue this important role in our post.  And, my right hand has been our Adjutant Rick Ojeda.  He has 

always been a calm, reasonable, true and solid voice for our post and our recorder of meeting and events.  OJ, Thank You! 

 

Even though we will be losing several of these post officers, they have all expressed a great desire to continue helping out the post 

as we continue growing.  Thank you all!  NL01 Rocks! 
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February General Membership Meeting  
 



February General Membership Meeting  

The monthly General Membership meeting was held on the 21st February, 

with 20 members and 1 guest in attendance. The meeting begin with Post 

Commander Dennis Owens thanking everyone that helped with the building 

renovation. The cooperation agreements between the GOC and our Post was 

discussed.  They are a veteran’s organization with the same purpose 

us...helping veterans. There was be a meeting with the AL/GOC leadership  last 

month to formalize our relationship and place agreements in writing. The 

Post’s membership has grown enough that NL01 is now considered a medium-

size post. To help us to continue to grow, the Post ordered and received two 

new roll-up banners to display at events and meetings. Commander Owens re-

iterated that his highest priority is making sure individual veterans receive 

their VA disability benefits as guaranteed by law. To support this cause, the 

Post is advertising and hosting a few upcoming VA disability events, including 

one-on-one appointments with VA representatives at USAG Benelux-Brunssum 

on 10 and 11 March.  Please contact Ron Mcauley to ensure you get an ap-

pointment. We will be hosting a VA disabilities briefing at the Post Home on 

Tuesday the 10th of March at 18:00, and a Claims Clinic in our Post Home on Saturday the 14th of March from 

10:00-14:00. These events are for any veteran, not just American Legion members.   Please pass the word to your 

veteran friends who might be in need of this service. 
  

The next monthly meeting will also be held on 14 March at 15:00 and will be run by the Department of France 

Commander Jimmie Dale as we hold our Post Elections. Immediately following, there will be a joint BBQ with the 

GOC with door prizes, a 50/50 drawing, and Happy Hour from 17:00-18:00. Several upcoming events in May were 

also discussed. We might be hosting more WWII veterans visiting the area to celebrate the 75th anniversary of 

the end of the war. The Faces of Margraten event will also be held from 2-5 May. Post NL01 will assist in placing 

over 7000 photos at the graves. The database of photos can be found online at  www.fieldsofhonor-

database.com.  The Wereth 11 Memorial will be on 16 May in Belgium. For Memorial Day weekend we will visit 

the Henri Chapelle ceremony on 23 May and Margraten on 24 May. For the Margraten ceremony, we have ar-

ranged for a 60 passenger bus to transport members from the Post Home to the cemetery. The bus will depart 

the Post at 12:45 and depart Margraten at 18:00.  
  

During Officer Reports, 2nd Vice Commander Josh Steinlicht announced that he is researching the Presidential 

Volunteer Award for the Post. The Honor Guard Uniform requirements have been published for the post, and 

volunteers are needed. The Post is still looking for more volunteers for manning Post Home opening hours. Vol-

unteers are also needed for commissary bagging on 19 April and for selling Brisket, Ribs, Chicken, Beer, and 

Beans at the Iron Choppers’ Biker Concert in Kempen (near Heinsberg) on 25 July. Service Officer Ron Macauley 

announced that there would be an event at the commissary honoring Vietnam Veterans on 29 March from 11:00

-14:00. He also presented updates on questions that were presented to Ambassador Hoekstra in January, includ-

ing on shopping privileges in Europe (in work for the Netherlands), and that the VA is working to get VA cards 

available in Europe. Next, three new members inducted: Mike Head, John Hopper, and Robert Mead.   
  

After a short break, the meeting continued with Robert Mead being presented his Eifel Tower pin and Chuck 

Hamilton, Cliff Evanson, Josh Steinlicht, and Candice Steinlicht being recognized for their Paid Up For Life (PUFL) 

memberships. Duke Francis announced that Cadets from the Citadel will be visiting the area in coming weeks to 

honor Citadel fallen at Margraten. Duke will be playing taps at the event on 17 March. It was announced that at 

elections all officer positions are available and will be voted on. The current 1st Vice Commander, Sergeant-At-

Arms, Finance Officer, Service Officer, and Chaplain will be stepping down. If anyone is interested in stepping up 

to be an officer, or if you are interested but unable to attend elections on 14 March, please let Commander Ow-

ens know. After the 50/50 raffle and conclusion of the meeting, members enjoyed a social hour with a spaghetti 

dinner provided by Candice Steinlicht and our local Girl Scouts were selling cookies.  
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As most of you know, on March 14, Post NL01 will hold its monthly general membership meeting as well 
as our annual elections.  We will be hosting visitors from the Department who will assist in the 
execution of our elections.  We will also be hosting a BBQ after the meeting for all members and their 
families as well as our colleagues from the GOC. 

We cannot stress enough how important it is for us to have as large a turnout as possible for this 
event.  The elections ensure that the members can determine who will lead this post into the 
future.  We ask that if at all possible, please come out to the meeting and BBQ afterward and show your 
support for the Post. 

If you are interested in running for a position, please don’t hesitate to contact Post Commander Dennis 
Owens or any member of the Post Executive Committee (PEC).  If you would like to nominate someone 
for a position, submit their name to the PEC and we will ensure that the member is willing to run for 
that office. 
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Grow the American Legion Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The American Legion is that voice that tells government there has to be improvements in the VA system. It is 
the voice that tells courts that the war memorial honoring our fallen still matters and should not be torn 
down. The American Legion is that voice that says our military veteran deserves better and fights everyday 
to get that word out. 
 
We cannot be that voice without you. We cannot get that word out, without your help. 
 
Helping that veteran and giving that voice to the American Legion is simple. You don't even have to leave the 
comfort of your home. Just go on-line to the American Legion site, click on 'Join Us'. We cannot do this with-
out you. Help yourself, help the veteran, renew your membership today. 
 
Your membership is good world wide, in more than 12,000 American Legion Posts. Renewing is as easy as 
visiting the American Legion website. If you have any questions about how to go about continuing as a val-
ued American Legion member please contact 1st Vice Commander Jim Brotherton.  

Help Expand our American Legion 

Family! 
We are still looking for founding members of 

our local chapters of the American Legion Aux-

iliary (open to all spouses and female descend-

ants of Veterans), Sons of the American Legion, 

and Post Honor Guard! Contact any member of 

the Post Executive Committee if you are inter-

ested! 

Become an American Legion Ambassador... 
 

...by completing American Legion Basic Training ! This online self-paced course  is available for FREE to all 
members. Learn about  the history of the American Legion and the organization’s four pillars: Veterans 
Affairs & Rehabilitation, National Security, Americanism, and Children & Youth. The course takes approxi-
mately two hours to complete. You can stop at anytime and pick up where you left off at a later time. Upon 
completion, you will receive  a certificate and be eligible to wear a graduate pin on your cap. If you have re-
cently  completed the course, be sure to let a Post Executive Committee member know so you can be recog-
nized at the next general membership meeting. 
 

Link to Training: https://www.legion.org/alei/basic-training 



From the Department of France 

Newsletter 

 
News from the Department Ser-

vice Officer:  

 

Our Department Service Office 

is getting swamped with new 

Claims! We need your support. 

We will be offering a basic PSO 

training course on the 20th of 

March 2020. Anyone may attend 

this time. The course will give 

you an insight on how a PSO 

may help a Veteran. It will not 

allow you to “assist” the Veteran 

in filing a claim, but you will learn 

the following:  

• What forms are needed  

• POC of our, current, 3 Ameri-

can Legion VA Reps  

• What are presumptive condi-

tion  

• What are secondary conditions  

• Survivor Death Benefits  

• Foreign Medical Program  

• And so on…  

 

At the end of the course, you will 

have to take a test. Upon suc-

cessful completion of the test, 

you will be awarded a certificate 

at the 3rd DEC the next day. This 

is the first of three trainings to 

become an accredited VSO. 

We need your support!  
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10-11 March 2020 
NIC Building #8, ACS Conference Room 

USAG Benelux-Brunssum 
One-on-One VA Representative Appointments 

 
10 March 2020 at 1800 

Post Home 
VA Disability Claims Briefing 

 
14 March 2020 1000-1400 

Post Home 
 VA Claims Clinic  

 
14 March 2020 at 1500 

Post Home 
“Pack the House” General Membership 

Meeting and Post Elections 
 

14 March 2020 at 1700 
Post Home 

Post BBQ Dinner 
 

20 March 2020 
Ansbach, Germany 

Basic Post Service Officer  Training 
 

21 March 2020 
Ansbach, Germany 

3rd Department Executive Committee 
Meeting 

 
 
 

 
19 April 2020, 1000-1800 

USAG Benelux-Brunssum Commissary 
Grocery Bagging Fundraiser 

 
2-5 May 2020 

Netherlands American Cemetery 
Faces of Margraten 

 
16 May 2020 

Wereth 11 Memorial Ceremony 
 

23 May 2020 
Netherlands American Cemetery 

Flag Placement 
 

23 May 2020 
Henri Chapelle American Cemetery 

Memorial Day Ceremony 
 

24 May 2020 at 1500 
Netherlands American Cemetery 

Memorial Day Ceremony 
 

25 July 2020 
Heinsberg, Germany 

Biker Concert BBQ Fundraiser 
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Upcoming Events 

 

For more news or information from the American Legion, you can also visit or 

www.legion.org or The American Legion Department of France Facebook page. 


